Term 3
22nd January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
May I start by saying a huge 'Thank you' for all your supportive emails to staff and to
our info@ inbox this week, they have been much appreciated by us all in these
challenging times. Staff have all been working extremely hard to ensure children both
in school and at home are receiving a rich and balanced curriculum.
Our Remote Learning offer provides children at home with a daily 'Live Teams'
meeting where children can connect with teachers and their peers and get involved in
their learning together. There are daily lessons with recorded elements for children to
watch and complete tasks from and some live lessons delivered by the staff. Work is
then uploaded to Seesaw and, at the time of writing, we have already received in
excess of 7,000 posts of work from children which is INCREDIBLE!
There have also been many 'shout outs' in the class assemblies for children working
well both in community classes and remotely. We have been particularly impressed
with the children showing their ‘Ridge Values’ of rigour, integrity, determination,
generosity, and enthusiasm in many ways. In school, children have shown exemplary
behaviour and attitudes to learning and have had to get used to being with different
children and teachers. Thank you everyone, have a lovely weekend and stay safe.
Mrs Woolley, Head of School

Remote Learning
•

•
•
•

•
•

Children who are attending the community classrooms on a part time basis are
expected to complete remote learning and upload work on the days that they are not
in school
Work on SEESAW will be archived on a Monday from the previous week to enable
easy access to the new week's learning
Work will be available for parent/pupil access from 6am of the morning it is
required
We are receiving an incredible amount of post from the children. Due to this high
volume, only certain pieces over the day will receive feedback comments but you can
be assured staff will be looking at all of the posts.
If your child is poorly or unable to complete the work for a particular day, please email the office at info@arklittleridgeprimary.org so we can update our records
Please remember that attending the TEAMs meeting and uploading
pieces of work helps us to monitor pupil engagement and well being

Thank you all very much for all the wonderful work you are doing supporting your
children to access the remote learning. We have been thrilled with some of the fantastic
work you have been doing at home this week and the amount of responses we have had
on Seesaw. We truly appreciate that it is a steep learning curve for us all and remote
learning puts pressure on parents who are often also working from home.

Every day there will be English - Phonics for EYFS and Year 1 and both reading and
writing lessons; maths lessons and topic work. There are then a variety of other
foundation subjects to complete on different days, as would be on the school timetable.
There is also a live Teams meeting where the teacher will do small burst of teaching and
we will take a register. This is because the Government are very clear that we have to
replicate a school day and schools are not closed, but have switched to remote learning
instead.
However, we understand that some days children will not be able to complete all of these
things. If you are finding this, please complete the English - phonics, reading and writing
and maths activities first. These are the most important subjects and where we focus our
learning in school in the mornings. We know that everyone is doing the best that they
can possibly do under these very challenging circumstances.
At the end of this newsletter you will find an information sheet; Top Tips for Home
Learning.

School Dinner Menu – please remember this is different to previously
published – the latest version can be found here.

for Great Learning this week

CANTERBURY
SURREY
GOLDSMITHS
SUSSEX
BATH
EXETER
BRUNEL
KINGSTON
Y4
ASTON
LEEDS
Y6

Seesaw Superstars

Bubble Brilliance

Drew Walker
Charlie Hilton
Austin Brown
Allea-Rae Mallion
Sophie Smith
George Barrie
Harry Vitler + Lily Frezel
Ethan Fitz-Hugh + Leo Scott

Alyssa Parsons
Ella Shurman
Roksana Thaseen
Sonny McLaren

Harley Hodges

Freddie Hoare

Lexi McCallion
Brooke Pain + Rosie Panter
Isabelle Fowlie + James King

Jamie Hoblyn
Imogen Tunmore
Kaan Baker-Ozcelik

Whole Bubble
Alice White
Casey Devero

Diary dates
Friday 12th February
INSET ~ Please note this is still going ahead ~
Monday 15th – Friday 19th February Holiday

Thank you so much to everyone who supported out PSA Christmas raffle
we raised £455.20.

Thank you so much to everyone who supported out PSA Christmas raffle
we raised £455.20.

YEAR 1

Isla Baillie

Austin Brown

Allea

Finlay Chandler

Miss Morris said, ‘These are lovely examples of children taking ownership of their learning and
creating things off the curriculum.’ Well done!

YEAR 2

Sonny Tomlinson - art based on
Kandinsky's circles

Noah - reading his RWI book on Oxford Owl

Nathan - diary entry based
on the story of the Magic
Paintbrush

William Hardy - science learning about living and non-living things

YEAR 3

Niamh Buckley, Y3 Brunel,
French work

Kai Akerman Y3 Brunel from Topic, which
was to research a famous European landmark.
Ethan Bailey Y3 Brunel, Topic work (Europe) which was
to design a poster to encourage people to visit a
European landmark

Sam Peoples Y3 Kingston (Art)

Malala Alikhel Y3 Kingston (French)

YEAR 4

A healthy living poster completed by Nikita Harris as part of Y4 PSHE

YEAR 5
Y5 have been learning about the layers of the Earth and finding out facts
about each layer. Charlie has been creating the layers of the Earth on a
rock! He chose to create this stone. He was able to explain the layers to
his teacher too!

Brooke Pain – Ridge Reading

Mazen Ibrahim - Topic - Volcanoes and mountains

Fletcher Collins - equivalent fractions in Maths

YEAR 6

Y6 have been focusing on ‘community’ in their PSHE
lessons. Phoebe Briggs (Cambridge) has drawn a shield to
represent this.

Jorja Glynn (Oxford) design work in DT showing her
planning a cushion.

Next week we will be celebrating
the achievements of the pupils in
the Community classes.

Top Tips for Home Learning
Below are some easy are some easy guidelines to follow that should make home learning
much easier for both you and your child.
1.Keep your goals and expectations realistic
Don’t set completely unreal expectations for yourself. It will only add to existing stress or
anxiety, and it’s not going to help your child’s learning.
You don’t need to worry about:
· Studying up on your child’s course content (remember how to multiply fractions?)
· Creating formal lessons
· Dropping everything to run a regular, six to eight-hour school day in your home
· Testing and assessing your child.
Remember that your child still has a teacher they can contact and work that has been set
them for the period.
This is a situation that asks no more of parents than that they do their best to keep their
children happy, safe and engaged with learning opportunities.
2. Make wellbeing your first priority
Tend to your child’s social, emotional and physical health before you worry about their
learning. They’ll need it when they’re forced to spend large amounts of time indoors without
their friends. It’s important to:
· Promote social connectivity: During this time of lockdown, it’s important to let your child
see and chat to their friends regularly. You might consider letting them work together with
the help of Skype or Zoom in order to bring back some of the collaboration of the classroom
or scheduling a time to play a game via a video call.
· Encourage physical exercise: Keep your child moving with games and outdoor activity
(where possible). If you don’t have access to an outdoor area, you might start each day with
a video workout or yoga session.
· Limit screen time: Digital technologies will play a big part in distance education for most
children and exercise is also important for this reason.
3. Set a routine that works for everyone and stick to it
Primary students are expected to complete the following remote learning each day:

-

Years 3-6: 4 hours work
Years 1-2: 3 hours workReception: 2 hours work

Having some structure through a daily routine along with at least one hour of exercise and
physical activity each day will help children’s physical health and well-being. We would
recommend that you set up and try to stick to a daily schedule. It is also important that on a
daily basis children get some fresh air.
4. Reward their effort and engagement
Instead of brainstorming ways to discipline and wrangle your child into sitting down and
doing the work, think of ways that you can motivate your child to engage with learning at
home.
Maybe there is a movie they’d like to see, a meal they’d like to have, or a game they’d like to
play. Congratulate them for effort, independent working and responsible use of technology
as well.
5. Use home activities as a source of learning
You don’t have to look far for learning opportunities at home. Cooking, cleaning, counting
and exercising all work to refine different skills – whether that be spatial awareness,
numeracy or self-management.
Try and find household activities that you can do together as well. You could:
· Play a game of Twister to get moving and thinking creatively
· Create a cubby house together and learn a thing or two about designing and structuring in
a hands-on context
· Use any board or card game (Scrabble, Uno, Chess). Almost all require critical and creative
thinking, as well as numeracy and/or literacy skills in action
· Follow a recipe using precise measurements and ratios
· Care for a pet. Brushing, cleaning, walking or playing require them to engage with the
needs of another being that is not themselves.
If things get difficult or stressful take a break. You should not be spending hours on
activities that your child is stuck on. If work is too difficult please contact the teacher
through SeeSaw.
I hope that you find some of these suggestions useful, and I would like to thank you for all
your support over this difficult period. Please remember you are doing your best and that is
so appreciated by all the school staff.

